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Investing in women is the surest way to impact an entire community.
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This year was all about listening, learning and connecting for greater impact for the Women’s Foundation of Montana.
This has been a year in which women’s voices have been raised in the halls of power like never before, and we have
been listening. In 2018 we asked women to share their experiences at work through surveys and focus groups. These
voices will be magnified in a report, due out this spring, that will be shared with leaders and law-makers, as well as
partners across the state. We recognize women and girls face significant challenges, and remain a minority of those in
leadership and a majority of those in poverty. But together, we will create systems that meet women where they are, to
build workplaces (and a world!) that work for women, and for all of us.

Because of you and your generosity, we continue to increase economic opportunities and break down barriers for
Montana women and girls. We know that to make systemic change towards equity for all, we have to be all-in. Thank
you for being a champion for Montana women and being all-in with us! Because when women prosper, communities
thrive!
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Jen Euell, Program Director

1 - New Program Launched: Inclusive Innovation
Conversations

In 2018 we started conversations with groups of
Montanans about why diverse voices matter for
our shared future. Through our Inclusive Innovation
Initiative, one thing we heard loud and clear is that
we need more women at the table when decisions
are made, whether that is in the boardroom or the
legislature. Pictured left are the participants of our
fist Inclusive Innovation Summit, held in June in Fort
Benton.

18 - Grants and Sponsorships Made

YOU ARE
YOUR OWN |

We supported learning opportunities for women and
girls, growing their skills, supporting new leaders,
and changing policy. Training we funded includes
computer coding, financial education, leadership,
entrepreneurship and STEAM programming. One
effective grantee is the AAUW Start Smart Program,
which teaches young women to negotiate for better
wages and benefits, aiming to increase their income
for life. Pictured right is a packed house at a Start
Smart training at UM in Missoula.

480 — PowerHouse Members

We created connection and knowledge-sharing
through our PowerHouse Montana project. This

year we added more than 100 new PowerHouse
members to our online platform at powerhousemt.
org. Eight Montana communities held 52 PowerHouse
gatherings, bringing women together to learn and
identify mentors and partners. One of our most active
groups is in rural Wolf Point, where an average of 20
women gather most months, pictured left.



when women and gir/s prosper communities thrive

$850,000 toward that goal. Thank you Trailblazers! In 2018, we invested more than $60,000 in 18 new grants to
organizations serving women and girls across the state. The funding was invested in three change strategies:

¢ Ensure All Women Have the Tools, Skills and Opportunity to Reach Their Full Economic Potential

Real Change, Made Possible b

This year we celebrated our Trailblazers, the women who accepted the challenge, 20 years ago, to build a fund
to work toward a brighter future for women and girls in Montana forever. We have now invested more than

¢ Advance Montana Women's Power and Influence

¢ Create Systemic Cultural Change that Raises the Status of Women in Montana
These grants utilize best practices to provide new advancement opportunities for hundreds of Montana

women and girls.

The grants made include:

e Girl Scouts of Montana and Wyoming, Billings/ °

Statewide

e AAUW Start Smart Trainings, Great Falls/Statewide
e Montana GEMS (Girls Excelling in Math and °

Science), Butte

e Montana Women Vote, Women’s Policy Leadership ~ ®

Institute, Helena/Statewide

Girls Thrive, Helena

e Stevensville Community Collaborative, Girls Coding  ®

Project, Stevensville

e \Women Leading Montana, Great Falls/Statewide °

Montana Financial Education Coalition, Statewide e
New Leadership Program, UM Missoula/Statewide
YWCA Missoula, GUTS! GRIT Program, Missoula °

Exploration Works, Girls STEM Expo, Helena

¢ Institute for Women'’s Policy Research, Statewide
Report
University of Montana, Pursue Your Passions

Program, Missoula

Thrive, Girls For A Change Summit, Bozeman/

Statewide

Montana Budget and Policy Center, Helena/
Statewide
Red Ants Pants Foundation, Girls Leadership Project,

Statewide

Missoula Food Bank, LEVL Women's Leadership

Project, Missoula

2018 Grant Allocations

Women's

34%

Minnow Tank Entrepreneurship Challenge, Great

Northern Development Corp, Glasgow/Eastern MT

Leadership

Advocacy
19%

STEAM
Programming

26%

Economic
Independence

21%

WFM partnered with the Missoula Community Foundation to launch a new Women's Giving Circle. Currently at more than 80 members, the group made its
first $10,000 grant to the Missoula Food Bank in support of their new LEVL Women'’s Leadership Project in November. This year, the Montana BPW (Business
and Professional Women) entrusted WFM with their nearly $80,000 endowment fund, to ensure their legacy of grantmaking in support of women in

business will endure into the future. Together we are magnifying our collective impact.

Thanks to you, these strategic investments in programs, initiatives, and leaders are making real economic progress for women and girls, building pathways to
prosperity and strengthening Montana communities.

Thank you for Investing in Montana Women and Girls
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