
We Advocated

2021 Impact R eport

We Listened 
 
 

With a dramatically different
landscape for gender equity
caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, we listened to the
changing needs of Montana
women. We hosted 2 webinars
with 5 leaders from across the
state, interviewed women from 8
communities, facilitated 6 focus
groups, and are collecting
surveys from women across the
state. The results showed the
incredible capacity of women to
care for their loved ones and
their communities, the continued
struggle to find a new “normal,”
and a desire to find hope and
connection with others across
our state. The results of these
conversations will also inform our
programs in 2022. Stay tuned!

How D id We Support Montana Women and Girls  in 2021?

During the 2021 Montana
legislative session, WFM
advocated in support of
increased access to quality
childcare and paid family and
medical leave. House Bill 624
would have established a task
force of business leaders to
make recommendations to
improve childcare access and
affordability for employees.
House Bill 228 would have
passed the FAMILI Act, a paid
family and medical leave
plan.Though neither of these
passed into law, WFM continues
to join in advocating on these
issues with our partners to
create a more equitable state
where women and girls have
what they need to succeed.

WFM Welcomes
 New P rogram Off icer,

 Kyl ie  Gursky 

Kylie joined WFM as the new
Program Officer in May of
2021. Kylie has over 15 years
of experience in the
nonprofit industry. Before
joining WFM, Kylie served as
Deputy Director at Montana
Women Vote. She also
previously worked at the
Montana Human Rights
Network and the Social
Justice Fund (Seattle). Kylie
holds a bachelor’s degree in
Political Science, Economics,
and Philosophy. She also
received a professional
certificate in Nonprofit
Administration from the
University of Montana.

We Buil t  R esources 
 

Meet Mardele

Mardele Maryott was born and raised in
Red Lodge. Upon graduating high school,
she moved to the Midwest to pursue her
love of music and earn a bachelor’s degree
in piano performance and later a master’s
degree. “She did a teaching stint in
Mississippi after her education but her
beloved Montana was beckoning her back.
She loved the Montana mountains.”
Mardele shared her love of music with
hundreds of students and will be
remembered  for kindness and love of
people.

This year, WFM  benefitted from
the generosity of two legacy gifts
to make lasting impact in Montana
and triple WFM's resources. WFM
was honored to be the recipient of
a $1.1 million gift from the estate
of Mardele Maryott, a music
teacher from Red Lodge with a
passion for her community.  

Another donor
has committed a
$1 million estate
gift to support
WFM after her
passing.



Kali Wicks
Chair ,  Helena

Jayne Morrow
Chinook

Aimee Grmoljez
Helena

Barbara Bessette
Great Falls

Krist ina Davis
Past Chair ,  Great Falls

Hil lary Folkvord
Past Chair ,  Bozeman

Cami Skinner
MCF Board Liaison,
Sidney

HONOR AR IUM AND MEMOR IALS
 

Sandra  Anderson  in  Memory o f  Te re sa  L. (P a t r i ck) Anderson  
R osa l ie  and Vincen t  Buzzas  in  Memory o f  Our Mothe r
Ga i l  Carte r in  Honor o f  Quincy Carte r 
El izabe th Danforth in  Honor o f  Al l  Our Mothe rs
Vick i  Dawson  in  Honor o f  Mur ie l  Dawson
Dona ld  & Caro l  R obe rt s  Founda t ion  in  Memory o f  Virg in ia  K . Weston
Ed and Joyce  Eck  in  Honor o f  Jen  Eue l l
Mary Fay in  Honor o f  El l en  and Acey M Fay
Kay and Ed Gray in  Honor o f  Er in  Gray and Jenn i f e r Gray
Jul ie  Herak  in  Honor o f  Vio la  Herak
Gregg  and P a t  Ho l t  in  Memory o f  Ka the r ine  D . Gl iko  and Wendy S.
Dea ton  
Jan ice  Munse l l  and R andy Spear in  Memory o f  S.N. Davis  
Virg in ia  P ia t t  in  Honor o f  B lanche  Murray 
Caro l  P renne r in  Memory o f  Grace  P renne r 
El izabe th Sca l in  and Je f f e ry Anderson  in  Memory o f  Jean  R i l ey Anderson

The Women’s Entrepreneurship and Leadership Lab Women’s Business Center (W.E.L.L. WBC) was launched this year and
WFM was excited to be able to support the new center. W.E.L.L. WBC is headquartered in Missoula, based out of MonTEC,
and serves women business owners statewide with a specific focus on supporting Indigenous and rural women
entrepreneurs. W.EL.L. WBC offers an online community, a series of online courses, business counseling, and in-person
community-based events. Ashley Metesh-McCoy is the Program Manager and has a deep passion for helping women
entrepreneurs succeed at all levels and is always looking for ways to contribute to the rising tide of women-owned
businesses. The disadvantages women face in starting and maintaining small businesses- along with the hardships of
COVID-19- will make the center more beneficial than ever. We are honored to partner with W.E.L.L. WBC to support
women in Montana as they start and grow businesses that support themselves, their families, and benefit their
communities. Learn more about W.E.L.L WBC at www.wellwbc.org.
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Anonymous

Sidney Armst rong

Jenn i f e r Boye r and Je f f rey Crouch

Bozeman Bus ine s s  & P ro f e s s iona l

Women 's  Organ iza t ion

B rown Squi rre l

Ke l ly and Steve  B ruggeman

Linda  Car l son

Ei l een  Carney

Susan  Cars tensen  and Larry

Hafe rman

R ebekah Cockre l l

Thank you for invest ing  in Montana women and g ir ls

 Grantee Highlight

Eva and Ducan  P a t ten
P e te r Yegen  Jr ., In c .
Amanda  P e te rson
B i l l  P ra t t
R uth and K im R e inek ing
She i la  R ice
Suzanne  R igg le s
Ba rba ra  R i l ey
Sco t t  Samue l s  and Dara  Newman
Gregory and Lindsay Schack
R ache l  Scha f f e r
Michae l  Schechtman 
Chante l  Schie f f e r
The re sa  Schnede r
Ba rba ra  Sha l l enbe rge r
K imber ly Shappee  and R oss  Mo l lenhaue r
Cami and Jon  Sk inne r
D . Curt i s  and Char lo t ta  Sta rr
Cindy Ste rga r
Lisa  Stone
P am Sve in son
Sue  and John  Ta lbo t  
The  Dorsey & Whitney Founda t ion  
Ka thleen  Turne r
P aul  Tuss
We l l s  & McK i t t r i ck  P .C
Tea l  and Nicho la  Whitake r 
Ka l i  Wicks  
Caro l  and P a t  Wi l l iams 
P a ig e  Wi l l iams
Hon . Franke  Wi lmer
Susan  Wol f f

Tom Facey and Maureen  O'Ma l ley
El l en  and Er ic  Feave r
Fi rs t  In te rs ta te  BancSys tem
Founda t ion , In c . 
Mary Gernaa t  
Ja ca lyn  Grenfee l -Worthing ton  and
R icha rd  Worthing ton  
Aimee  Grmo l jz and David  Shan ight
El izabe th Gundersen  
Jul ie  Herak
Lucre t ia  and James  Humphrey
Gerry and Char le s  Jenn ing s
Jo lene  Jenn ing s
Bob and She i la  Ke l ly 
Bonn ie  Lambert  and Marsha l l
Mayer
Sandra  Lannon
Dan ie l  and Deborah Larson
Linda  and P aul  Le imbach
Debra  and Tom Lewis  
Ke l sey Mahoney
Liz and Jon  Marchi
McB r idge  Fami ly Founda t ion  Inc .
Mer le  Chambers  Fund
Be th Murphy
Nancy and Alan  Nicho l son
Cassandra  Noonan
Nancy O'B r ien
Caro lyn  Ostby
Nancy Owens  and Mary Jane
Wi l l iams
Ursula  P appas  

D iane  Conrad i
Ca thy and Ned Cooney
P a t r i c ia  Cot te r 
Mary Cra ig le
Cheryl  Crawley
Crowley Fle ck  P LLP
Caro l  Curt i s  
Maxon and Kr i s t ina  Davis
Ca the r ine  and B ruce  Day
Debra  and Les  Duf fne r
Eck  Fami ly Endowment  Fund
Esta te  o f  Marde le  Maryot t
Jenn i f e r Eue l l  and John  Ca l sbeek


